
 

 
Marcos and the Moon, a story teaching children how to interact with classmates withautism 
 
LOCATION: Mairena del Aljarafe, Seville 
 
LENGTH: 1’38’’ 
 

SUMMARY:Little Marcos is a boy with autism from MairenadelAljarafe, in Seville. He had some 

difficulties adjusting when he started school – he wasn’t used to being with so many other 

children and it made him nervous. For this reason, his mother, IriaJuaneda, has written ‘Marcos 

and the Moon’, a story inspired by her son, and his quirks, which she is hoping will teach his 

classmates how to understand and help him. The story has had so much success that she has 

received an offer of publication. 

VTR 

‘Marcos and the Moon’ is a story written and illustrated in order to help children with autism. 

And, most of all, it shows a little snippet of life, of real life.  

In real life, Marcosloves the moon. 

Background 

 

He also loves his mother, even more than he loves the Moon. Marcos has a strange way of 

interactingwith the world. Sometimes he doesn’t know how to act, at times he doesn’t understand 

what other children are saying… He lives with what doctors call autism.  

 

Iria--Juaneda 

Author of ‘Marcos and the Moon’ 

 
 
But how to go about doing this?Iriachose to write a story.  
 
Background 
 
 
 
 
 
The story, written by Iria and Marcos’s grandmother, and illustrated by the mother of a 
classmate, has been a success here at his school in MairenadelAljarafe.  
 
IriaJuaneda 
Author of ‘Marcos and the Moon’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Wehaveseenreallylovelygesturesfromthechildren, and it’sclearly a 

result of ‘Marcos and the Moon’. Theyhughimsittingdown.”  

 

 “When Marcos startedschool, 

theadjustmentprocesswascomplicatedforhim, becausehe’snotused to 

beingwith so manychildren, he wasveryanxious…So weneeded to 

explain to thosechildrenhow to help Marcos.” 

-“Look, you have a surprise there.” 

-“Ah, is it a surprise for mummy?” 

And the Moon singswith a verysweetvoice. Show 

himphotosordrawings of whatyou mean… 

 

… so that he understandsyoubetter. Lethimholdthings in hishand, 

he’llfeelsafer… 



 

It has been such a positive experience that one publisher has decided to make an offer on the 
story. So that the sweet Moon, Marcos’s friend, can continue to teach children at other schools 
and in other towns how to treat classmates with autism. 
 
Background 
 

  

For more information or support please email info@andalusianstories.com 

 

TheEnd 

 


